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March 24 1997

William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Report of Ex Parte Communication
MM Docket 'lo 87-268

Dear Mr Caton

This letter is written pursuant 10 Section 1.1206(a) of the ('ommission's Rules. On March 2L 1997.
the enclosed letters to Chairman Hundt hom Senator \1oseley-Braun, Congressman Tom Barrett and
Congressman Tim Roemer were transmitted to Chairman Hundt. On March 24, 1997, a copy of each
orthe three letters was delivered to Commissioner Qucllo ('ummissioncr Chong ('ommissioncr f\css.
:lnd the members of the ('onllnission's stafflls1ed hvlO\\

1\\'0 copies of each of the three letters are enclosed Please place these materials in the ex parte tiles
jill' MM Docket No. 87-2()8

Vcr\' trulv vours
"_:-:.:;:?""-'~

" (
Ju(;rv I >

.,,/ "'--......-""--.,.

I fhian DeBoicc

IlS I;;1 ,1)1)·1

Hem. Reed E. Hundt
Hon. James H. Quell(l
Hon. Rachelle B. ('lwng
Hon. Susan Ness
Julius Genachowski
Marsha MacBride
Jane Mago
David Siddall
Saul Shapiro
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Mr. Reed E, Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commiesio:i
Room S14··0ffice of the Chairman
1919 M Street, ~~

Washington, D.C. 2055~

Dear Mr, Hundt:

R:nc::'~osed is an inquiry: received f~oIT' my const.ituent. Normae
Shaplro, Preiiden~ o! Weigel Eroadca8t~ng Company.

W-r. Shapiro o\<ft1n ;). 10"'-' power t:.e:'eviaoi()n ·"c.ation in Chicago. He
~a concerned that the FCC could elim:n~te ~is atation in the process
of allocating additiohal frequencies ~G f~:!-power broadcasters for
digital ~elevision

! recently joined a number of my colleagues in sending a let~e~
~o the FCC on beh~lf of all low cower television stations. Mr.
Shapiro'. letter provides an excellent ~xample of a specific 8ta~ior
~h~t could be affocted Qnd: urge yo~ ~c con~ider his commente

Thank you very much for your atten':'.ion ':;:) chis :':'\atter

Ycura tr:.lly

Carol MoseleYkBraun
Uni:ed States S~nator

CM5:sbc
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fhe H000rabie ~eed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communicat;oris C,)rrJl'T'l$Slor,

1919 M Street, NW
Washi~gton, D C 205'34

Dear Cha;rmar Hundt

! am writing about t"e effecr of th,,~ FCC's rlJle "(laking concerning digital
'television (Advanced ....f~!evision Systems \i~M Docket 'lumber 87·286) on lOW
power television rU'T\' slatic,ilS

Milwaukee enJoys unique, CUlturally,a, verse PTV~en,lIce. Channel 46
provides Spanish lang'.Ja9s progr;3mmlng 24 .... ours ~ day, ir'lciUding n~ws, public
affairs and local public service programs. Milwaukee has '10 other Spanish
language television or radIo s'tatlons, so (rannel 46 provides a unique cultural
service for Milwaukee' ~ Spanish-sp8I3ka'1g reside ..... t::;. Chc"'inel 66 provjd~s culturai
and athnic pro9ramming in several l~nguag8s ,is '/oel! as iive English language
ne'NS <'1110 educationa' orog:amming.

understand t,",at tholJsands of lPiV statior operators are concerned that
proposed FCC ru!€s c:errGfHnlng the ·!lIlOC8~lor of television spectrum to facilitate
the transition to digital 'television will ~d\l~rse,y affect as manv as 40% of LPTV
stations and might for:;': sor"'e of these stations off the air 1 know that the FCC
is 3ware of the valuabie 2wd often unique sen/ices provided by LPTV stations. !
hope that every effort consistent ,,')ith the goal of facilitating a timeiy transition :0
digital television will be made :Q er'<; rr: "hn; L?""\, stations ane the \!,ewers the".
serve are not di!Senfr;i~hised

~~u
i om Barre:t

iV],'Crl',QI.:''- l>H'9'€SS

TB:ew
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Conulllssion
1919 M Street, NW
Washington. D.C. 20554

Dear Chai.nnan Hundt.

1 am Vlt'iting to expres~ concerns about the rulemaking process in the transition to digital
tel;;~visjon and how it affects low power broadca.st stations. I understand t...he Federal
Communications Comm1ssion I" in the final sta.ges of ruJemaking OIl ~his issue.

The President of Weigel Broadcasti.ng, which owns two low power stations in Soutb
Btmd, Indiana,. has expressed his deep concern to me that the expected miemaking may shut
do\\>'U the £'A'O stations in South Bend (\\'B!'ID-LP Channel 58 and W69BT). These two stations
l1iake up the only ABC affi ::ate UI the region ,led the ~ole;oUJce ('f l,Tniled ParamoW1t
programmingo

Not long ago, the loss of the only A.J3C affIliate LD the region ,:\j'as cause for widespread
concern in my district, and The return of ABC national clews, sPOrts and general programming
w'!s welcomed when Weigel began bro,~dca.s!ing ABC nrogramming IS, after all. one of the few
nationally available commercial networks.

Althou.gh r understand that low-power !itations have always been "second tier" in
spectrum access\ rurge the FCC to take whatever sreps nec.es~ary to lessen the impact of the
digju] transition on low·po,ver stations such as those in South Bec.d. The progranuning the)
offer is lmponant. too.

In resolving these complexities, f sincerely hope the FCC ".1vi11 use whatever means at its
disposa.1w consider the full range of needs of the \'lewm.g public .. md do everything possible to
Qyoid the forced closing of lo>v-power staticns A~ ;~hvavs. I appreciate your time and attention
to this requesT..

Sincerely ,

Tinl Roemer
Member 0 t Congress

TR./jsc


